
Mission to the wider community  

 A congregational Easter letter from Revd Canon Simon Stevenette on behalf of Christ Church PCC 

Thank you for all of your support and encouragement for the Christ Church PCC. We greatly appreciate 

your prayers and on-going interest. We had a very good meeting on Monday night and wanted to send an 

update for you this Easter weekend.  

As you know our purpose at Christ Church is to connect the community with Christ. You will see in our 

annual report for this last year there have been many encouragements; however the fact is we are not 

growing in numbers in the way that we, the staff team, and our Bristol Diocese would hope. For example, 

despite a terrific amount of voluntary effort and creativity our Sunday Club and Youth Group numbers have 

declined. In the last couple of years we have had a very small number of Confirmation candidates for our 

Partnership Confirmation, which this year is on 10th May at Immanuel URC. As a result we have been 

praying and thinking creatively about our response. Part of this was the Standing Committee 

commissioning a paper “Mission to the Wider Community” which suggested we might create a more open 

and accessible space in the nave of Christ Church by removing all the pews. We are aware in doing this that 

not all will agree but we are praying that we would become more courageous in facing up to the issues 

Bishop  Mike referred to in our Diocesan newsletter ‘Living out our Calling’ published last month. 

 In the light of the “Mission to the Wider Community” paper our PCC Site Development group made a 

compromise recommendation that we would create a level floor throughout the nave, have a much 

reduced portable dais and return at least 9 double rows of pews after the new, level floor has been laid. 

This will greatly improve access particularly for those who use wheelchairs. This new layout would give us 

more flexibility for new styles of worship alongside our traditional ones. After a very good discussion and 

time of prayer, the Christ Church PCC overwhelmingly passed the following motion proposed by Daniel Pitt 

(Churchwarden) and seconded by Simon Stevenette (Vicar). 

The PCC agree with the recommendations of the Site Development group and instruct them to work on 

them further with the help of our architect Antony Feltham King. This is with the intention of preparing a 

faculty application for the Diocesan Advisory Committee which we can then approve at the meeting on 

18th May or at a PCC meeting soon afterwards.  

Please consider this prayerfully and we look forward to providing a congregational update and 

answering your questions at our APCM on Sunday 26th April at 11.45am in CC@CC.  

Also on Monday night PCC agreed that a small group would work with our Children and Young Peoples’ 

group to see how we could encourage growth in this vital area of ministry. The reality is that across this 

country the churches which are growing in number have as one of their characteristics a priority of 

investing financially in work with children, young people and families.  The PCC empowered this group to 

bring forward ideas about the possibility of moving towards a paid children and youth worker post, 

working alongside volunteers, helping us to realise our mission potential in Old Town. If this is to happen it 

would need to be included in our 2016 budget.  

We do face many challenges going forward but we also have some terrific opportunities, I believe as your 

Vicar, that this direction of travel is exciting. The PCC look forward to what lies ahead and ask for your 

understanding and support every step of the way. 

Please see the diagrams, overleaf, submitted by the Site Development committee to the PCC helping us to imagine 

how Christ Church could look going forward. 

May God bless us richly this Easter and guide us all forward courageously as partners in mission with him, serving 

our local community and helping people experience for themselves his love and presence in their lives.  



 

The short pews have been removed at the rear of the church as have the remaining side aisle pews. This creates a 

larger and less cluttered welcome area and flexible spaces at the sides. All the pew platforms have been removed 

and a new, high quality wooden floor has been laid giving level access throughout the church. The proposal 

suggests that a number of pews at the front of the church are removed to provide a flat, larger and more flexible 

area for worship, meetings or social events. The current dais will be replaced with a more flexible system of 

staging. 

 

By using a new modular dais, it will be possible to remove it altogether to create large areas of flat floor to 

accommodate new styles of worship. It could also be extended to improve our ability to deliver concerts and other 

musical events which play a large part in our engagement with our local community. A new, efficient heating system 

and improved lighting, as well as cleaning and decluttering our church will, we hope, combine to produce a building 

that preserves the best and most impressive features of a traditional Victorian church but allows for new, more 

inclusive and accessible uses for both worship and innovative connections with our local community. 


