
 

SWINDON OLD TOWN PARTNERSHIP OF CHURCHES 

 
 

CHRIST CHURCH 
 

 
 
 
 

 

A SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS 

SUNDAY 21st  DECEMBER 2014 

6.30pm 
 



 

© CCL NO:26745 
 

Order of Service 
 

 The choir proceeds to the west end of the church, together with the 
cross, clergy and churchwardens.   Please remain seated. 
 

Choir introit – Gabriel’s message 
Words: S. Baring-Gould 
Music: Basque carol arr. David Willcocks (b.1919) 
 

The service will proceed unannounced.  Please join in 
the words in bold type.  Please stand for the 
congregational carols, but remain seated for everything 
else, except the seventh reading. 
 

Welcome & Introduction 
Bidding Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  Amen 
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Please stand  
 

Solo:   Once in royal David’s city  
 Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
 Where a mother laid her baby 
 In a manger for his bed: 
 Mary was that mother mild, 
 Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

Choir:   He came down to earth from heaven 
 Who is God and Lord of all, 
 And his shelter was a stable, 
 And his cradle was a stall: 
 With the poor and mean and lowly 
 Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

All:    And through all his wondrous childhood 
 He would honour and obey, 
 Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
 In whose gentle arms he lay: 
 Christian children all must be 
 Mild, obedient, good as he. 
 

       For he is our childhood’s pattern, 
 Day by day like us he grew, 
 He was little, weak and helpless, 
 Tears and smiles like us he knew 
 And he feeleth for our sadness, 
 And he shareth in our gladness. 
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       And our eyes at last shall see him, 
 Through his own redeeming love, 
 For that child so dear and gentle 
 Is our Lord in heaven above; 
 And he leads his children on 
 To the place where he is gone. 
 

  Not in that poor lowly stable, 
 With the oxen standing by, 
 We shall see him; but in heaven, 
 Set at God’s right hand on high; 
 Where like stars his children crowned 
  All in white shall wait around. 
 

As the Pascal Candle is lit the Minister says: 
 
Minister: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world. 
All:      A light no darkness can quench. 
 

First Reading: Genesis 3 vv8-15:  
 

Choir carol - Adam lay ybounden 
Words: 15th century English     
Music: Peter Warlock (1894-1930) 
 

Carol – during which the candles are lit 
 

All:  See amid the winter’s snow, 
Born for us on earth below; 
See the tender lamb appears, 
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Promis’d from eternal years: 
 

Refrain: 
Hail, thou ever blessed morn: 
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn; 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 
Lo, within a manger lies 
He who built the starry skies; 
He who, throned in height sublime, 
Sits amid the cherubim: 
 
Refrain 
 

Ladies: Say, ye holy shepherds, say 
  What your joyful news today; 
  Wherefore have ye left your sheep 
  On the lonely mountain steep? 
Refrain 
 
Men: As we watched at dead of night, 
  Lo, we saw a wondrous light; 
  Angels singing “Peace on earth” 
  Told us of the Saviour’s birth: 
 
Refrain 
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All:  Sacred infant, all divine, 
  What a tender love was thine, 

Thus to come from highest bliss 
Down to such a world as this: 
 

Refrain 
 

Teach, O teach us, Holy child, 
By thy face so meek and mild, 
Teach us to resemble thee, 
In thy sweet humility: 
 

Refrain 
 
 

Second Reading  -  Isaiah 9 vv6-7:  
 
 

Choir carol: I wonder as I wander 
Words: Appalachian carol 
Music: Carl Rütti (b.1949) 

 

Congregational carol: 
 

Silent night, holy night,  
All is dark, save the light 
Shining where the mother mild 
Watches over the holy child. 
Sleep in heavenly peace,  
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
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Silent night, holy night, 
Shepherds first saw the sight, 
Heard the angel-song alleluia 
Loud proclaiming near and far: 
Christ our Saviour is here, 
Christ out Saviour is here. 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
God’s own son, oh how bright 
Shines the love in thy holy face, 
Shines the light of redemption and grace, 
Christ th’incarnate God, 
Christ th’incarnate God. 
 
 

Third Reading - Isaiah 11 vv1-4, 6-9.  
 
 

Choir: A little child there is yborn 
Words: 15th century English 
Music: Malcolm Archer (b.1952)  
 
Congregational carol:  
 

All:     Unto us is born a Son, 
       King of quires supernal: 
     See on earth his life begun, 
       Of lords the Lord eternal,   

of lords the Lord eternal. 
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All:  Christ, from heav'n descending low, 
Comes on earth a stranger; 
Ox and ass their owner know, 
Be-cradled in the manger, 
be-cradled in the manger. 

 

Men:  This did Herod sore affray, 
      And grievously bewilder, 
     So he gave the word to slay, 
      And slew the little childer, 
    and slew the little childer. 
 

Ladies:  Of his love and mercy mild 
      This the Christmas story;   
    And O that Mary's gentle child 
      Might lead us up to glory, 
    might lead us up to glory. 
 

All:     O and A,  and A and O, 
      Cum cantibus in choro, 
    Let our merry organ go, 
      Benedicamus Domino, 
    benedicamus Domino. 
Fourth Reading -  Luke 1 vv26-35, 38.  
 
 

 
Choir carol: Torches 
Words: Galician carol 
Music: John Joubert (b.1927) 



 

© CCL NO:26745 
 

 
Congregational carol:  
It came upon the midnight clear. 
That glorious song of old, 
From Angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold: 
‘Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, 
From heav’n’s all gracious King!’ 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 
 
Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful wings unfurled; 
And still their heav’nly music floats 
O’er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hov’ring wing; 
And ever o’er its Babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 
 
Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
The  world has suffered long; 
Beneath the angel strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong; 
And man, at war with man, hears not 
The love song which they bring: 
O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 
And hear the angels sing! 
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For lo! The days are hastening on, 
By prophet bards foretold, 
When, with ever circling years 
Comes round the age of gold; 
When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendours fling,  
And the whole world send back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 
 

Fifth Reading: Luke 2 vv1, 3-7.  
 
 

Choir carol – Mary’s lullaby 
Words and music: John Rutter (b.1945) 
 
Congregational carol:  
 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in the dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 

O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, 
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And peace to men on earth; 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
And, gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wond’ring love. 
 

How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us,  
Our Lord Emmanuel. 
 
Sixth Reading: Luke 2 vv8-16, 21.  
 

Choir carol: On Christmas day 
Words: B. M. Burney 
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Music: Christopher Wiggins (b.1956) 
 

Congregational carol: 
 

O come all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him 
Born the King of Angels: 
 

Refrain:  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord! 
 

God of God, 
Light of light, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
Very God, 
Begotten, not created:     Refrain  
 

See how the shepherds, 
Summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks,  
draw nigh with lowly fear: 
We too will thither 
Bend our joyful footsteps:    Refrain 
 

Sing choirs of angels, 
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Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 
Glory to God 
In the highest:        Refrain 
 

 

Please remain standing 
 

Seventh Reading -  John 1 vv1-14.  
 
The Address  
 
Choir carol – And his name shall be called 
Words and music: Ken Burton (b.1970)   
 

Carol -  during which a collection, for the work of the 
church, will be taken 
 
Hark! the herald-angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th'angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 
 
Refrain:  Hark! the herald-angels sing   
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Glory to the new-born King. 
 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of a virgin's womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail th'Incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel.      
Refrain 
 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
 Born to give them second birth.     
  
Refrain 
Blessing 
Dismissal 
Please join in the responses: 
 

God shines in our hearts  Praise to Christ our light 
 

Christ is the light of the world   Praise to Christ our Lord 
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Go in the power of the Spirit to bring light to others 
Praise to Christ our light 
 

¶   Please remain standing until the choir is out of sight, 
and the first organ voluntary has finished.     
 
 
Organ Voluntaries 
Chorale Prelude “In dulci jubilo” BWV 729 (JS Bach) 
Toccata on “Veni Immanuel” (Andrew Carter) 
 
† 
 

Minister:   The Revd Canon Simon Stevenette  
Address:   The Revd Norma McKemey 
Director of Music: Tim Eyles 
Organist:   David Whitehead 

Thank you for coming this evening. 
 

Please join us after the service for refreshments. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our other services over 
Christmas: 
Christmas Eve   
4pm      Crib Service for all the family 
11.30pm     Midnight Mass 
 
Christmas Day   
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8am       Holy Communion  
10am     Christmas Morning Worship with Holy            

Communion 
 
New Year’s Eve   
11pm        Watchnight Service with Holy Communion,  
     followed by a party  
CCL 267 


